
Cold War and 1950s Vocabulary 

 

Cold War 

Strained relations between the U.S. and U.S.S.R. with competition in non-military ways 

Containment Policy 

The policy in response to Soviet aggression that the U.S. should prevent communism from 

spreading to other nations 

McCarthyism 

Witch-hunt of suspected Communists 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

A military alliance form between the United States, Canada and ten western European countries 

Truman Doctrine 

U.S. policy that gave military and economic aid to countries threatened by communism 

Marshall Plan 

The U.S. offered economic aid to all war-torn countries after WW II 

The House of Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) 

Congressional committee that investigated people in the government and entertainment 

industries about their possible Communist sympathies 

“Iron Curtain” 

The Soviets cut off Eastern Europe from Western Europe—Germany into East and West 

Berlin Airlift 

U.S. operation that flew food and supplies into West Berlin after the Soviet Union set up a 

blockade in 1948 

Venona Papers 

Secret government documents that provided evidence of several Americans who spied for the 

Soviet Union in the early 1950s 

 

 

 



SPUTNIK 

The first man-made satellite to be launched into outer space by the Soviet Union 

Arms Race 

Race between the Soviet Union and the United States to amass more nuclear weapons 

Rock and Roll 

Musical style that became popular in the 1950s. Ex: Elvis 

“In God We Trust” 

National motto adopted by Congress in 1956 

Great Society 

Lyndon B. Johnson’s program that addressed America’s social problems including health care, 

civil rights and urban decay 

Baby Boom 

The period from the end of WWII through the mid-1960s marked by unusually high birth rates 

The Beat Generation 

1950s literary movement that rebelled against the conformity of their era 

Termination Policy 

A government policy to bring Native Americans into mainstream society by withdrawing 

recognition of Native American Groups as legal entities 

Urban Renewal 

Government programs that attempt to eliminate poverty and revitalize cities 

Franchise 

The right or license to market a company’s goods or services in an area, such as a store within in 

chain operation 

 

 

 

 

 


